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Constitutional Officers are elected, at the same time and in the same manner as the Governor, to a maximum of 2 four-year terms. The Lieutenant Governor shall 
become Governor in the event of a vacancy in the Office of the Governor. The last duly elected President Pro Tempore of the Senate shall become Governor for the 
remainder of the term in the event of vacancies in the Office of the Governor and in the Office of the Lieutenant Governor; or if there is no President Pro Tempore 
of the Senate, then the last duly elected Speaker of the Assembly shall become Governor for the remainder of the term; or if there be none, then the Secretary of 
State; or if there be none, then the Attorney General; or if there be none, then the Treasurer; or if there be none, then the Controller.

E XECUTIVE BR ANCH

GOVERNOR
Gray Davis
Office: State Capitol, Sacramento 95814
T 916.445.2841; F 916.445.4633 
W www.governor.ca.gov; E graydavis@governor.ca.gov

The supreme executive power of the State of California is vested in the Governor, whose 
duty is to see that the law is faithfully executed. 

The Governor is the Commander-in-Chief of this state’s militia. He is the official com-
municator among this state’s government, the federal government, and other states of 
the United States. He supervises the official conduct of all executive and ministerial offi-
cers, and he sees that all offices are filled and their duties performed. 

The Governor’s appointment power extends over the significant areas of state govern-
ment. First, the Governor has authority to fill vacancies in the judiciary (i.e., municipal, 
superior, appeals courts, and Supreme Court) and to fill newly created judgeships. 
Second, the Governor has the power, subject to confirmation by the State Senate, to 
appoint a large number of positions throughout the executive department. 

The Governor communicates, during each calendar year, with the Legislature regard-
ing the condition of the state and make recommendations. The Governor submits an 
itemized budget to the Legislature within the first 10 days of each year. 

The Governor may veto any bill passed by the Legislature and return it with his objec-
tions to the house of origin. He may also reduce or eliminate one or more items of appro-
priation while approving other portions of a bill.

The Governor utilizes, in addition to his immediate staff, a cabinet that is composed 
of the ten major state agency secretaries (i.e., State and Consumer Services; Business, 
Transportation and Housing; Environmental Protection; Child Development and Educa-
tion; Food and Agriculture; Health and Welfare; Resources Trade and Commerce; Veter-
ans Affairs; and the Youth and Adult Correctional Agency), plus the Director of Finance, 
the Director of Industrial Relations, and the Director of Information Technology.

This group serves as the Governor’s chief policy advisory body, and in their individual 
capacities each implements and coordinates the Governor’s policies throughout the state. 

The Cabinet supplies the Governor with a comprehensive view and current resume of 
the state operations and serves as a source for long-range planning.

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
Cruz Bustamante
Office: State Capitol, Room 1114, Sacramento 95814
T 916.445.8994; F 916.323.4998
W www.ltg.ca.gov; E cruz.bustamante@ltg.ca.gov

The Constitution provides that the Lieutenant Governor shall be President of the Senate, 
but that he shall have only a casting vote. The purpose of a casting vote is to break a tie. 
The casting vote may be used only if it will provide the necessary majority required. The 
Constitution also provides that the Lieutenant Governor shall become Governor in the event 
of a vacancy. The Lieutenant Governor shall serve as acting Governor in the event of the 
Governor’s absence from the state or temporary disability.

The Lieutenant Governor serves in an ex officio capacity as a voting member of the 
University of California’s Board of Regents and as a voting member of the California 
State University’s Board of Trustees. The Lieutenant Governor serves, and rotates with 
the State Controller, as chair on the three-member State Lands Commission. The State 
Lands Commission oversees the control and leasing of millions of acres of state-owned 
land, including offshore oil resources, as well as the use and permitting of all navigable 
waterways in California. The Commission also manages state land-use planning and 
revenues and related interstate issues. The Lieutenant Governor chairs the California 
Commission for Economic Development, which provides support and guidance for the 
development of California’s economy. The Lieutenant Governor is also a member of the 
California State World Trade Commission, the State Job Training Coordinating Council, 
and the California Emergency Council.

SECRETARY OF STATE
Kevin Shelley
Office: 1500 11 th Street, Sacramento 95814
T 916.653.7244; F 916.653.4620 
State Archives: 1020 O Street, Sacramento 95814
T 916.653.7715; F 916.653.7134
W www.ss.ca.gov; E kshelley@ss.ca.gov

The Government Code provides that the Secretary of State shall keep a correct record of 
the official acts of the Legislature and Executive Departments of the state government, 
and perform such duties as may be assigned by law. He is charged with the custody of 
the enrolled copy of the Constitution, all acts and resolutions passed by the Legislature, 
the Journals of each house, the Great Seal, and all books, records, deeds, parchments, 
maps and papers, kept or deposited in the office pursuant to law. The Secretary of State, 
as custodian of the public archives, maintains and properly equips safe and secure vaults 
for the preservation of the documents placed in his charge.

The Secretary of State is the chief elections officer of the state and has the responsibil-
ity of administering the provisions of the Elections Code. Foremost among these duties 
is preparing and ordering the printing of the ballot pamphlet. This pamphlet contains a 
complete copy of the text of all measures submitted to the voters, a summary of the 
measure prepared by the Attorney General, an analysis of the measure prepared by the 
Legislative Analyst, arguments in support of the measure and rebuttals thereto, and the 
total vote on the measure in the Senate and Assembly if the proposition was passed by 
the Legislature. The Secretary of State compiles the election returns and issues certifi-
cates of election to successful candidates. 

The Secretary’s office also serves as a repository for various registration forms, finan-
cial statements and expenditure reports which are required to be filed in accordance with 
the provisions of the Political Reform Act of 1974. These documents, which are submitted 
by candidates, elected officials, campaign organizations, political organizations and by 
lobbyists and their employers are available and open to public inspection.

The Secretary of State files the following documents: Corporation Documents Articles 
of Incorporation, certificates of merger and/or consolidation, designation of agent for 
service of process, Financing Statements, notices of federal tax liens; statements of 
foreign lending institutions; applications for registration of trademarks; claims to names 
and/or insignia of Fraternal or Unincorporated nonprofit associations; claims to laundry 
marks; manuscripts; court orders pertaining to individual name changes; Limited Part-
nership documents; administrative rules and regulations adopted by states agencies and 
oaths of office for non-civil service officers and employees. He must affix the Great Seal, 
with his attestation, to commissions, pardons and other public documents, which require 
the Governor’s signature.
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ATTORNEY GENERAL
Bill Lockyer
Department Of Justice
Office: 1300 I Street, Sacramento 94814
Mailing Address: PO Box 944255, Sacramento 94244-2550
T 916.445.9555; F 916.323.5341
W www.ag.ca.gov; E piu@doj.ca.gov

The duty of the Attorney General is to see that state laws are uniformly and adequately 
enforced in every county. He has direct supervision over every district attorney, sheriff, 
and other law enforcement officers as may be designated by law, in all matters pertaining 
to the duties of their respective offices.

The Attorney General is the head of the Department of Justice, and, as such, he is the 
attorney in charge of all legal matters in which the state is interested, except the busi-
ness of the Regents to the University of California or such other boards or officers as are 
authorized to employ their own attorneys. 

The duty of the Attorney General is also to give his opinion on questions of law, in writ-
ing, to the Legislature, to the Governor, the Secretary of State, Controller, Treasurer, State 
Lands Commission, Superintendent of Public Instruction, any state agency prohibited 
by law from employing legal counsel other than the Attorney General, and any district 
attorney, when required by their respective offices. He serves as legal advisor to all the 
state departments, as well as other important state boards and commissions. 

The Department of Justice coordinates efforts to address the statewide narcotic 
enforcement problem; assists local law enforcement in the investigation and analysis 
of crimes; provides person and property identification and information services to crimi-
nal justice agencies; supports the telecommunications and data processing needs of 
the California criminal justice community; and pursues projects designed to protect the 
people of California from fraudulent, unfair and illegal activities.

CONTROLLER
Steve Westly
Office: 300 Capitol Mall, Suite 1850, Sacramento 95814
Mailing Address: PO Box 942850, Sacramento 94250
T 916.445.3028; F 916.445.6379
W www.sco.ca.gov

The State Controller is the Chief Financial Officer of the State, elected by the people. The 
Controller’s primary objectives are to: (1) provide sound fiscal control over both receipts 
and disbursements of public funds; (2) report periodically on the financial operations 
and condition of both state and local governments; (3) make certain money due the 
State is collected through fair equitable and effective tax administration; (4) provide fiscal 
guidance to local governments; (5) administer the Unclaimed Property and Property Tax 
Postponement Programs; and (6) develop and establish policy for a significant number 
of boards and commissions, including all major tax boards. 

No money can be drawn from the Treasury unless it is against an appropriation made 
by law, and upon warrants duly drawn by the Controller. The Controller superintends the 
fiscal affairs of the state, suggests plans for the improvement and management of public 
revenues, keeps all accounts in which the state is interested, and keeps a separate account 
of each specific appropriation, showing at all times the balance of the appropriation. 

The Controller supervises the state’s fiscal concerns and audits all claims against it. 
He directs the collections of all monies due the state, and if necessary, is authorized to go 
to court to recover the property or money owed. The Controller has general supervision 
over the general procedure for tax sales, tax deeds, and redemptions, and make neces-
sary rules and regulations.

STATE TREASURER
Philip Angelides
Office: 915 Capitol Mall, Room 110, Sacramento 95814
Mailing Address: PO Box 942809, Sacramento 94209 -0001
T 916.653.2995; F 916.653.3125; W www.Treasurer.ca.gov

The Treasurer is the state’s banker, investor, and lead asset manager. He administers 
the State’s Pooled Money Investment and Local Agency investment programs; provides 
the trust services for state-owned securities in the state vault and for deposits amount-
ing to over $35 billion; administers the sale of state bonds; administers the clearing and 
accounting services of checks and warrants. Member of Public Employees’ Retirement 
System (CalPERS) and State Teachers’ Retirement System (STRS) boards.

INSURANCE COMMISSIONER
John Garamendi
Department of Insurance
Office: 300 Capitol Mall, Suite 1700, Sacramento 95814
T 916.492.3500; F 916.445.5280; W www.insurance.ca.gov

The principal objective of the Department of Insurance is to protect insurance policyhold-
ers in the State.

The Insurance Commissioner determines the sufficiency of securities to be given by 
those engaged in the insurance business, and no person may transact any class of insur-
ance business without first being certified by the Commissioner. The Commissioner is 
given broad powers to directly supervise the Department of Insurance and to perform all 
duties under law in regulating the business of insurance in the state. The Commissioner’s 
powers to certify compliance with applicable state law extend to approval of insurance 
forms, approval of an insurance company’s corporate name (as a prerequisite to the Sec-
retary of State’s filing of the articles of incorporation), and upon request of the State Trea-
surer, certification of qualifications of surety insurers for state demand or timed deposits 
or state investments in federal bonds. The Commissioner also receives and administers 
a $100,000 deposit, as a guarantee fund for the security of protection of title insurance 
policyholders, from each title insurance company doing business in the state.

STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
Jack O’Connell
Department of Education [CDE]
Office: 1430 N Street, Sacramento 95814
Mailing Address: PO Box 944272, Sacramento 94244-2720
T 916.319.0791; F 916.319.0100
W www.cde.ca.gov; E joconnell@cde.ca.gov

The Superintendent of Public Instruction is a statewide constitutional officer and holds 
the only such office that is nonpartisan. The Superintendent is accountable to the people 
of California for administering and enforcing education law and regulations and for con-
tinuing to reform and improve public elementary and secondary school programs, adult 
education, and some pre.school and child care programs.

The Superintendent is the executive officer and secretary of the State Board of Educa-
tion, and the director of the California Department of Education (CDE). CDE administers 
California’s public education system at the state level. The Superintendent administers 
the day-to-day operation of CDE and is also responsible for two schools for the deaf, one 
school for the blind, and three diagnostic centers for neurologically disabled pupils.

In addition to serving as a University of California Regent, the Superintendent serves 
as an ex officio member of the California State University and the California Commission 
on Teacher Credentialing boards of trustees. The Superintendent also serves as an ex 
officio member or has representation on more than 70 boards, commissions, and com-
mittees established by the Department, the Legislature, or the Executive Branch.
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STATE BOARD OF EQUALIZATION
James E. Speed, Executive Director
Office: 450 N Street, MIC 73, Sacramento 95814
Mailing Address: PO Box 942879, Sacramento 94279 -0073
 T 916.327.4975; F 916.324.2586; W www.boe.ca.gov

The Board of Equalization oversees the administration and collection of taxes and fees 
within the areas of sales and use taxes, property taxes, and special taxes. These programs 
generate approximately $30 billion in revenue for California’s state and local governments.

Carole Migden, District 1
Office: 465 California Street, Suite 830, San Francisco 94104-1820
 T 415.557.3000; F 415.288.8873
Sacramento Address: 450 N Street, MIC 71, Sacramento 95814
 T 916.445.4081; F 916.324.2087

Bill Leonard, District 2
Office: 450 N Street, MIC 78, Sacramento 95814
 T 916.445.2181; F 916.327.4003

Claude Parrish, District 3
Office: 28 Civic Center Plaza, Suite 275, Santa Ana 92701-4011
 T 310.217.6815; F 310.217.6840
Sacramento Address: 450 N Street, MIC 77, Sacramento 95814
 T 916.445.5713; F 916.323.0546

John Chiang, District 4
Office: 660 South Figueroa St., Suite 2050, Los Angeles 90017
 T 213.239.8506; F 213.239.8753
Sacramento Address: 450 N Street, MIC 72, Sacramento 95814
 T 916.445.4154; F 916.323.2869

Steve Westly, State Controller, Ex-Officio
Office: 300 Capitol Mall, 18 th Floor, Sacramento 95814
 T 916.445.2636; F 916.445.6379


